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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

sergeant  Charles Floyd died August 20, 1804 and was buried on a b lu f f  over- 
looking t h e  Missouri River f r m  i ts  northern bank. A cedar post  was f ixed a t  
the head of h i s  grave with t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n ,  "Sergt C. Floyd died he re  20th of 
August 1804." This post  was reset by t r a d e r s  and t r a v e l l e r s  u n t i l  1857. I n  
t h a t  year t h e  Missouri was very high, causing considerable s o i l  erosion.  Floyd's 
grave had become p a r t i a l l y  exposed before a boy was lowered over the  s i d e  of 
t h e  b lu f f  on a rope and placed t h e  bones i n  a basket .  They were put i n  a 
c o f f i n  and reburied some d i s t ance  f u r t h e r  back on the  b l u f f .  This second 
grave was not  marked and was not  rediscovered u n t i l  1895. The bones were 
p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d ,  placed i n  urns and reburied with e labora te  services .  
The remains were unearthed a t h i r d  t i m e  following the const ruct ion of the 
Floyd Monument i n  1901 and were buried i n  its base. The s h a i t  i a  a 100-foot 
obe l i sk  of heavy K e t t l e  River sandstone with a concrete inner  core. It i e  
b u i l t  on the  same b lu f f  where Floyd was o r i g i n a l l y  buried,  and i r  p a r t  of 
a 23-acre park which runs between Highway 75 on t h e  e a s t  and the Misoour1 
River on t h e  west a t  the  southern approach t o  Sioux City, Iowa, 

Floyd's Bluff has an asphal t  driveway up i ts eas te rn  s lope  from Route 75 

*L-- 
t o  Floyd Monument a t  i ts c r e s t .  A gravel  parking a rea  i s  a l s o  located  on t h e  
e a s t  s lope.  A low s tone  wal l  caps t h e  western s lope ,  ovarlooklng Route 77 
and t h e  Missouri River. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

hergeant Charles Floyd was the only member of the Lewis: and Clark Expedition 
to lose his life during a b  journey to the Pacific and back, 1804-1806. He 
died August 20, 1804, probably of appendicitis. Floyd was the f i r s t  American 
soldier recorded to die west of the Mississippi in the Louisiana Purchase 
territory. 

The expedition returned to Floyd's grave on their homeward journey in 1806. 
In the years that followed, many travellers visited the site, including: 
Benry Brackenridge, 1811; George Catlin, 1832; Maximillan, 1833; and 
John Audubon, 1843. 

In 1857 erosion destroyed Floyd's grave and he was reinterred about 200 
yards back from the face of the Bluff. The remains were transferred to the 
new Floyd Monument in 1901. 
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